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Keep the name
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h Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 8:53 AM
schootdistrict.org" <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear Dixie School Board,

I moved to Marinwood since | was 2. | went to Dixie/Miller Creek/Terra Linda. My parents were one
of the few Asians in the neighborhood since 1978. Since 2015, my wife and | chose to move back
here with our young kids primarily due to the excellent school district. Despite all our choices of
where to live, we made this choice in part due to my firsthand experience having gone through the
district.

Growing up, | was a minority in the schools. | have one memory of when | was in Dixie and after
being dropped off at the bus stop to walk home. Several boys found a shopping cart on the side of
the road and started to try to run me over with it. They chased me all the way home. Being an
Asian kid in a majority white school, that incident could have been seen as a hate crime. My mom
was so upset when | came home crying, and immediately called the principal’s office to complain.
The principal then setup a meeting where all the parents and kids involved would meet. They
resolved it with making sure the kids apologized and in the end, those boys became some of my
closest friends through the rest of my school years.

This story may seem commonplace now, but back in the 80s it says a lot about the community that
an incident like this was resolved in such a manner. The Dixie School District may have it's
problems but in terms of trying to be inclusive of people of all backgrounds, | have to say, this is
the kind of memory that comes to mind.

The administration cannot appease everyone, but it has to look at facts. |s there proof that the
district was named to honor the confederacy or is it just because of the coincidence of it being
named during the Civil War? If the district has tried to be inclusive and work towards bettering
equity and inclusion, is a name change going to improve the life quality of any child? My point is
that there are many more tangible needs to be met in this school district well before a name
change. If it must be changed, however, | would prefer that the community weigh in with the
previously voted upon advisory vote. Please do not make this decision in a hasty manner without
full community input. Thank you for your time.

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad9a547 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1624557970016507772&simpl=msg-f%3A16245579700... 1/1
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Dear Board Membeérs and Superintendent,
Thank you again for your work and dedication on behalf of the families in the Dixie School District.

As a resident of the Dixie District, parent of two Dixie District graduates and former employee of the Dixie School District -
| urge you to use your resources, time, money - or anyone’s money on the crucial issue of school security. Any parent or
administrator knows the importance and challenge of school security.

For the last 26 years | have been actively involved in this district and community. This community does not condone
racism and never has. It is apparent that the group supporting a name change has tried to shame, label, and divide
students, teachers and families. | ask that this community be judged by the content of our character and our actions. This
community has strong feelings of pride, inclusiveness and fairness.

A teachable moment for our students regarding the Dixie name should and could have happened without the name
calling, innuendos, accusations and attention from local and national press. Teach them the history of the Civil War from
1861-1865, and the connection of the word Dixie. Teach them also that TODAY every person named Dixie is not a racist,
towns named Dixie are not racist, Dixie Chickes are not racist, dogs named Dixie are not racist, Dixie University is not
racist and certainly paper cups are not racist. This name change has NOT been about our students or families. You
cannot change or erase history because some are offended today, in the year 2019. By educating the student you do not
deny the existance of the name Dixie.

How would a school district handle a student, teacher or parent named Dixie? How would that person feel?

| question why | am being asked to resend an email. My original email should be on file.

Thani ﬂl

Thu, Jan 31, 2019 at 12:50 PM

S commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

Dear Board Members and Superintendent,
Thank you again for your work and dedication on behalf of the families in the Dixie School District.

As a resident of the Dixie District, parent of two Dixie District graduates and former employee of the Dixie School District -
| urge you to use your resources, time, money - or anyone’s money on the crucial issue of school security. Any parent or
administrator knows the importance and challenge of school security.

For the last 26 years | have been actively involved in this district and community. This community does not condone
racism and never has. It is apparent that the group supporting a name change has tried to shame, label, and divide
students, teachers and families. | ask that this community be judged by the content of our character and our actions. This
community has strong feelings of pride, inclusiveness and fairness.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad9ab47 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A16242105322400372008&simpl=msg-f%3A16242105322...
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A teachable moment for our students regarding the Dixie name should and could have happened without the name
calling, innuendos, accusations and attention from local and national press. Teach them the history of the Civil War from
1861-1865, and the connection of the word Dixie. Teach them also that TODAY every person named Dixie is not a racist,
towns named Dixie are not racist, Dixie Chicks are not racist, dogs named Dixie are not racist, Dixie University is not
racist and certainly paper cups are not racist. This name change has NOT been about our students or families. You
cannot change or erase history because some are offended today, in the year 2019. By educating the student you do not
deny the existance of the name Dixie.

How would a school district handle a student, teacher or parent named Dixie? How would that person feel?

| question why | am being asked to resend an email. My original email should be on file.

Thank ou

httos://mail.acodle.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad9a547 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1624210532240037200&simpl=msg-f%3A16242105322... 2/2
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Dixie name change
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 8:12 AM

I regret that your hands seem to be tied regarding the change of the name of our school district. My feeling is that this
issue should be voted upon by the community. I'm appalled that so few signatures were required to submit name
changes for consideration. Indeed, I'm appalled that it is really being considered a legitimate "issue" at all.

T've lived in the school district for over twenty years and have sent two over-achieving students through Vallecito, Miller
Creek (in the shadow of the Dixie School House) and Terra Linda High.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad9a547&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A16245554579699462608&simpl=msg-f%3A16245554579... 1/
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Name Change
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e Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 7:58 AM
To: commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

Good Day,

| have been a resident of Terra Linda for the last 28 years, with our property in the Dixie School
District's boundaries. | have raised 3 children here, all attending schools in the District. | would like
to state that the much discussed name change of the Dixie School District, should be decided by a
popular vote of the citizens in the community. This would ensure that any changes are done by the
demographic process.

| urge you to refer this matter to the citizens of San Rafael for vote.

Sincerel

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Dear Dlxie School Board of Trustees,
| submitted a version of the following to the Marin 1J, thank you for reading this one.

Gen Z is defined by kids born between 1996 and 2012 This is the vast majority of children
currently in the Dixie School district. When they come of age, how will they feel about being
alumni of “Dixie”, with its historical racist implications? The Washington Post ran a story on
January 17th about this generation and how they are likely to vote in the future.

Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan fact tank, studies demographic trends that shape social
issues and opinion. They found that Gen Z is more liberal and inclusive than previous
generations. When members of Generation Z reach adulthood, they will be the most educated
and the most diverse generation in American history.

My own kids—they are 8 and 12 years old— and their friends are anxious. Why wouldn’t they
be, when they participate in lockdown drills? When they learn about animal extinctions and the
negative impacts of climate change? When they hear about kids in detention centers on the
news? These are the harsh realities of the world they will inherit. According to Pew Research,
youth are becoming more politically active, and feel more empowered than Generation X, and
much more so than baby boomers did. | am convinced that the kids in our community will join
their peers across the nation and do better than we have done.

If the Dixie School District name does not change now, there will be another fight to change it in
the future: This current attempt is the fourth and most supported. | would assume, based on the
research, that a more inclusive local generation will take this under their wing and make the
change happen, with less resistance. | do not believe most kids in the district think much about
the impact of the name “Dlxie”. | do believe many of the same kids will move away and return as
residents or visitors, with a different perspective. The world is changing whether we like it or not.
My 12 year old games regularly (much to my chagrin) online with kids from New Zealand,
Mexico, Germany, the UK and even Bangladesh! Demographics are changing and we live in a
global village. That change is even coming to Marin.

Words carry weight and they have the power to shape culture. In this modernizing world, holding
on to a complicated word like “Dixie” makes us appear antiquated. Some nods to the past are
charming, some have historical importance. Although our current name may have some
historical importance, | don't believe it adds value to our district. The community is weighing in.
Do we want to live in the past or do we want to influence the future? As elected officials you face
a difficult decision. | ask you to to make history by paving the way for the inevitable.
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1 message

qﬁ, Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 7:56 AM
To: commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

To our Dixie School Board:

As a minority, you can have a unique experience in life. | am a 40 year old American-born Chinese female. | have lived a
bi-cultural life of being both fully American and being fully Chinese, and at the risk of being vulnerable in my community, |
wanted to put my family’s experience on the table.

My husband who was born in Houston, where his birth certificate, under the category of Ethnicity, says “Yellow”, moved to
Marinwood when he was 2 years old. He was one of maybe 25 Asian students out of 370 when he attended Dixie more
than 30 years ago. Equity and Inclusion were not buzz words back then.

They moved to Marinwood because of its outdoor space and pleasantness as well as it's close proximity to SF Chinatown
where my father-in-law opened and ran a popular ginseng shop for nearly 40 years. My father-in-law grew up during war
time in China, my mother-in-law was born in and fled North Korea in war time as well. They undoubtedly understood hard
times. Due to the neighborhood being majority white and fearing their kids would not “fit in”, they chose not to teach their
two boys either of their native languages of Chinese or Korean. That decision is one that affects my kids today because
their own parents cannot easily teach them their heritage through fanguage.

When my husband graduated Dixie Elementary, Miller Creek Middle, and Terra Linda High he went on to UC Davis where
he found it to be a new world because there were so many more people who looked and thought like him. His lifelong
best friends, being all Asian, he met when he was exposed to a much more diverse environment than this Marinwood
community.

Why am | bringing this up? Because even if you vote to change the name, you will not be able to change the majority
white environment. Humans gravitate towards those who understand them and the color of your skin is a first indicator.
But that's just what it is, a cursory first indicator, after that people become comfortable with each other as they find
commonalities.

I myself have found many commonalities here with those who oppose the name change because of our desire to do
what's best for the children and the community as a whole. My respect for those who will stand up for what’s right and not
just what feels good, despite being a smaller voice in the crowd, has skyrocketed. | appreciate this fight for the sake that |
have connected with other like-minded community members who coincidentally do not share my skin color.

It was not easy being the only Asian female speaker at the last school board meeting and | didn’t realize my voice would
tremble the whole time. But | didn’t like the monetary deterrent from the kids education and the misplaced hurt that this
issue was causing our community. In the Next Door forums, there has been a blame that white people and “white fragility”
are responsible for racist attitudes prohibiting this name change. Blaming white people or white attitudes for racism is
ridiculous. To me, racism is human nature veering towards security and comfort and must only be combated by
discernment, compassion and courage.

Even if you vote to have the name changed, Equity and Inclusion will not be achieved except by spending time and
energy to genuinely speak to someone who doesn’t look like us, think like us and maybe even makes us feel a little
uncomfortable. Doing all that, while leaving the name the same, might very well bridge the gap that those seeking to
change the name are looking for. Thank you very much for taking the time to read my thoughts on this issue.

At the very least, in an effort to show you want to hear from all of your constituents, even the more quiet and shy
ones, please let this community have the opportunity to participate in a colorblind advisory vote before you
make this decision.

Sincerely,

hitos://mail.qoogle.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad8a547 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1624554 3959875597 19&simpl=msg-f%3A16245543959... 1/2
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Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:13 AM

Thank you for your service to the children of our Dixie school district.

We believe that, as our elected trustees, your primary responsibility is to be the stewards of our
children’s education.

To that end, we ask that the new board upholds the 4-1 decision that was made last November by
seasoned board members to put this issue to an advisory ballot in 2020. Our community has a
democratic right to a private vote without being subjected to external political or media coercion.
The entire community will respect the result of a democratic process.

We are writing in lieu of attending the upcoming board meeting as we want to ensure that you can
get back to dealing with the many real issues that are facing our children in our schools.

Sincerely,

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad9a547 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A162456301951209607 3&simpl=msg-f%3A1 6245630195... 1M1
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Dixie Name Change
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:06 AM

Please change the school district name. Both my daughters went through the Dixie District - Vallecito, then Miller Creek.
My daughters received an excellent education. What they remember most are the teachers and fellow students. They
were not attached to the name "Dixie". After all, we're not located in Alabama or Mississippi. | know this issue came up
before when they were attending district schools but my wife and | were just too busy with work, commute, raising two
girls, extracurricular school activities. Now that we have a grandson who will eventually be going to the school district, this
has become a concern for us.

Please change the name.

Sincerely,

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=139ad9a547 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1624562555754385611&simpl=msg-f%3A16245625557... 1/
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IT IS IRRESPONSIBLE TO ASK NEW BOARD MEMBERS TO MAKE SUCH A BIG
DECISIONS. THEY ARE NOT PREPARED.

1 message

Trcommentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org" <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear School Board Members:

In November 2018, a very seasoned board voted 4-1 to take the name change issue to an advisory vote as
it was too big for them to decide on their own. This was not a decision they took lightly. You can see the
highlights from the board meeting here https://wearedixie.org/dixie-board-meeting-videos/ .

But one month later two brand new board members, along with the sitting members, were presented with 13
petitions to change the name of the district. We are sorry that the board is being faced with such a divisive
topic and that our two newest members were bombarded with this only two weeks into their term. It is clear
the petitions were strategically served to take advantage of the novice members, and that is unacceptable.

From what | understand, typically the first six months of a new trustee's tenure is spent learning about
process, budgets and teamwork. Instead they are being forced to make such a monumental decision that
will have a long term effect on our district and our community without having the experience. Asking our
entire school board to make a decision on changing the name of a 150 year old district without truly hearing
from your 14,200 constituents is irresponsible.

| feel the two new board members need more time in their positions and all of you need time to hear from
the entire community before you can be prepared to make a decision on whether or not to change the name
of our district.

Please hear our voices.

Regards

=R
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name change
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 9:43 AM

mmentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

Hello,

| am writing to express my support of changing the school district name from Dixie to something that is not offensive or
divisive to members of the community. This is an opportunity to teach our kids that sensitivity to people is not based on a
price tag but doing what is correct. While the association of the name might not be an issue for the majority of people it
does not mean the minority that feel offended should not be heard and respected. The cost is nominal and no doubt there
are people that would be willing to donate to help offset the cost if that is really the issue at hand.

San Rafael, Ca.
94903

Resident for 12 years

e 4 aadQaEAT R iawentR coarch=all&narmthid=thread-f%3A1624561008556326812&simpl=msg-f%3A16245610985...
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Change the Name Petitions
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 9:32 AM

To: cotinsi

Many people have asked why changing the name of our school district is so important to me. While
| have a few reasons ranging in levels of importance, the overarching one is that the name is a
painful reminder of racial, ethnic and religious hatred that have marred and continue to plague our
country.

| have spoken at several school board meetings of the lens through which | look at this name
change. As a first generation American, | learned early in my life of the struggle for freedom since
my parents were escapees from the Holocaust and had to create a new life for themselves here.
My family’s history was based in the wholesale slaughter of a people because of its religion.
America’s history includes the wholesale enslavement and torture of a people based on the color
of its skin.

Since Auschwitz was one of the Holocaust’s centers of slaughter, it would be totally inappropriate
for a name for a school district because of what it represents. The site itself was preserved by
becoming a museum but it is also important to note the policy of denazification of Germany, which
included painting over swastikas and discarding portraits of Hitler.

History is one thing and memorials another. The Dixie Schoolhouse Museum will represent the
history. However, when a community names a building, a school or school system, it bestows
honor and legitimacy. This makes the memorial every bit as much about values, status quo, and
future as about remembrance. The name Dixie is so closely aligned with the Confederacy, slavery,
and the subjugation of a people, that it is time for the change.

Please look at a name change as a value or a moral obligation, to be inclusive of all in our
community. It is imperative that students confront slavery, racism, and exclusivity so they can be
prepared for a future that supports more understanding of history and its complications.

Respectfully submitted,

A 94903
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Dixie Name Change
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 9:21 AM

To: entnpetitions@dixieschodisrict.o‘g commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>
To Whom This May Concern:

As a realtor, | am fully aware of the direct correlation between a strong school district and the value of a home. The Dixie
School District is what attracted my family to move here in the first place in 2011. We came from the peninsula, San
Mateo specifically, where the public school in our neighborhood was broken. My first grade son needed help in reading,
but he didn't qualify. The program offered at our neighborhood school was impacted with other first graders who were
even worse off.

We discovered the Dixie School District, found a house within the boundaries, and made a quick decision to sell our
house in San Mateo and buy in Marinwood. Although it was April, | was thankful to have found a school where my son
could get extra help at school, paid the voluntary amount that is requested to fund the amazing CanDol! program, and
began donating my time in the classroom. | became involved with many voluntary jobs within the school, such as Math
Centers, the Dixie Diner, driving for field trips and helping at the book faire. | was so impressed with the many, many
parents who all pitched in to make Dixie so strong. It was a big contrast to what | had left in San Mateo, which had very
few volunteers and very little money to spend on effective art and music programs. (They couldn't even afford to keep the
school library opened but a few hours per week.)

We have been here for almost eight years now, and | continue to pay the annual voluntary amount to CanDol! for my 7th
grade daughter and now 9th grade son who is in the San Rafael School District at Terra Linda High. We are happy to
help with the contribution, believing that our $600 for Miller Creek and $500 for Terra Linda is going to all the amazing
programs listed on the flyers, talked about at the Back to School Night welcome speech, and in every email | receive
requesting the contribution. This is what | give money for, not a school name change.

All of my friends living in our community are proud of Dixie and thankful to send their kids to exceptional schools. Parents
are united in giving money, time, ideas, energy, and love to the Dixie School District, knowing that we all together make a
huge difference. And my clients know this; they request to live in the Dixie School District when buying a home.

Our community needs the opportunity to vote on the petition to change Dixie's name. None of us are buying the reasons
to change it. To spend the thousands of dollars to appease the outsiders and help them further their political goals is
ridiculous. | did not give my thousands of dollars to be squandered by political activists, and never will. And neither did
any of the families in our community.

Perhaps a history lesson should be taught to everyone to educate them on the origin of our great school district's name?
The history of Dixie Dolls, Dixie brand cups, even Dixie State University is quite interesting, and was never intended to
offend. Our church receptionist was also named Dixie, and she was not offensive in her beliefs or actions. Why would
the Dixie School District be any different?

| also believe this decision is too vast for our Dixie School Board members to decide, especially due to the fact that two
members have only been in their position for a couple of months. Let the community that gives their time, money and
energy the chance to voice their opinions. Put it on the ballot in 2020.

Finally, it is disgusting to see how much time has been spent on this topic. To answer the rhetorical question, "Don't they
have anything better to do?" Yes, they sure do. And they all need to get back to work and stop being distracted with
political attacks on our community.

Thank you,

e nOadaEAT et & canreh=all &nermithid=thread-f%3A1624559719039828301 &simpl=msg-f%3A16245597190... 1/2
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A request from a Lucas Valle/Dixie Mom
1 message

JRUS—

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 9:20 AM
seommentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

This letter's purpose is to ask you all to NOT support the Change the Name initiative. ITS ALL ABOUT THE KIDS AND
HOW WE SPEND OUR TIME TO HELP THEM GROW AND LEARN!

We are opposed.

The DIXIE name has nothing to do with RACISM. The schools in our district are wonderful and the a considerable
amount of time, money and energy has been wasted on this cause.

Social Justice is incredibly important in ours and all communities, but this name change does not provide a tangible heip
to any child. Imagine if this energy was put into things to help our students and schools?

Think of all of the positive things the CTN group could be doing with the time spent and money raised on this “issue” that
will not help one single student.

My name is Janet Mansinne. My husband, Matt and | have lived in Lucas Valley for 8 years. Our daughters attend Dixie
Elementary and Miller Creek. Our address is

4 Mt. Diablo Circle.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter!

o e a0 AN BA550662140693310&simpl=msg-f%3A1 6245596621... 11
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Change the Name to reflect the inclusive values of our community
1 message

m Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 9:08 AM
o: "commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org" <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear Trustees of the Dixie School District,

| write to ask you to change the name of our school district, replacing the current name which is inextricably connected
to America's history of slavery, segregation, and racism.

My name is—l am a homeowner i731 Del Ganado), taxpayer, and voter in the district. | also serve as

Chaplain and Dean of Students at Theological Seminary -- the-seminary in

My husband and | moved to Marin County from Alabama 14 years ago. When we bought our home on Del Ganado, |
was stunned when my husband told me the name of the school district -- Dixie. | asked him, "Do you think they know
what it means?"

The word "Dixie" has a particular meaning connected to a particular history -- it is a history of slavery, confederacy,
segregation, and resistance to civil rights. The word is connected to this stream of American history -- and the word
carries this meaning throughout the country. I've heard folks say, "Well, we don't MEAN that here in Marin," some of
them offering an alternative story that they say might connect to an indigenous woman from the 1800s. We all know --
and they know (look at the careful way the they make this assertion) -- that there is not one bit of historical evidence to
support this. The actual history of the name -- a dare to name it after the confederacy, attested in the schoolhouse
history by descendants of the namer -- specifically attaches the name to the obvious history and meaning of the word.

But even more important than how the name historically came about is the present harm it is doing to our students in
the district -- and particularly the harm to students and families of color. You have heard in public hearings (and I'm
sure in these public comments) of the harm that students and parents experience every day when they goto a school
whose name evokes white supremacy.

There may have been a time when you could have said, "Oh, we didn't know." But now you do. We are having a
thorough conversation, and we are discussing plainly the meaning of this name, its connection to America's sorry
history of racism, and the harm it is doing to our students. Now you know, now we know. The question now is, "What
will you do?"

There's also rhetoric that this should be "decided by the voters" -- well, we all know that California law provides for
school name changes to be decided by the voters through their elected representatives -- through you. By law, you
are the way that this issue is decided by the voters -- we have elected you as trustees, this is your fiduciary, elected
responsibility.

Right now, across the nation, public officials are being asked to remove symbols that evoke this history. This is your
moment, and | hope you will do the right thing -- and find a new and better name -- one that better reflects the inclusive
values of this community.

Many blessings in your deliberation and discernment.

Res

afael
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Please change the name of the school
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 8:55 AM

eply-
To: commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

| have lived in Marin for 52 years, Please please change the name of the school: It's an embarrassment and shameful to
have a school named Dixie!

spur, CA 94939

Call

Send SMS

Add to Skype

You'll need Skype CreditFree via Skype
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TIMELINE OF THE BETRAYAL OF MS. GLICKMAN REGARDING THE NAME CHANGE --
#NOTLIKETHIS

1 message

0: "commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org" <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Below is the timeline that outlines the process Trustee Glickman took to push foward her own agenda of
changing the name of the Dixie school district. As you can see, her path started beginning in May of
2018 and the people she reached out to were neither her constituents nor fellow trustees. Should she
be rewarded for such a betrayal to her constituents? That's up to you. Please hear our voices!

Thank ioil |

May 8, 2018: The parcel tax passed, requiring each household in the district to pay $470 annually,

which goes directly to the funding of the Dixie School District.

May 15, 2018: Covered by the distraction created by the parcel tax success for funding the school
district, Ms. Glickman Curtis, without conferring with her Dixie School District constituents at large,
brought in outside activists and began her campaign to rename Dixie by posting polls on Facebook and
Twitter: It is Time to Rename Dixie “yes” or "no”.
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July 1, 2018: Marnie Glickman Curtis and three activists who had been involved in prior attempts to
change the district's name (Noah Griffin from Tiburon, Kerry Pierson from Mill Valley, and Sukey
Schwartz from Marin City) visit the Dixie School House.
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July 29, 2018: Internet efforts promoting the name change were circulated among members
sympathetic to the activist cause. The majority of these members are not district residents
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August 6-28, 2018: The Change The Name Facebook page was created and, again, promoted to out-
of-area activist groups before being presented to Dixie School District constituents. A petition was
posted on an out-of-area activist's Facebook page in what appears to be an effort to garner outside
interest, gather a following, and present a fait accompli to the board while blindsiding the local
community.

August 31, 2018: Marnie Glickman Curtis and superintendent Jason Yamashiro went on ABC news as
representatives of the school district stating that the Dixie name is synonymous with the confederacy. To
our knowledge the school board was not asked how the matter should be handled.
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| IASON YAMASHIRO

September 11, 2018: Ms. Glickman Curtis visited the Marin Human Rights Commission with husband
David Curtis and Kerry Peirson.
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October 9, 2018: At a public board meeting of the Dixie School District, with over 60 members of the
public in attendance, Marnie Glickman Curtis opposed the reading of the first resolution to bring this
issue to the general public for an advisory vote. Her prepared remarks can be found on her blog.
http://www.marnieglickman.org/schoolblog

October 15, 2018: Ms. Glickman Curtis, via a letter from her attorney, implies potential litigation against
the school board and district, stating they breached the Brown Act.
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October 16, 2018 Marnie engaged a human rights group on Twitter to try and gain external support
against our community.
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Shawing Ugp for Racial Justice - Bay Area
~Moving white people to act as pan of & multi-raclal
majority for justice with passion and sccountabiflty.

November 13th 2018 Marnie Glickman Curtis is the lone vote against taking the name change to the
community. She threatens that the KKK may fund the campaign to keep the name and that bringing this
matter to a public vote will bring rioters that throw Molotov Cocktails. Below is the full video of her
speech to the board.

November 7th 2018 The Change the name group came out with a letter to their supporters naming
Marnie Glickman Curtis as one of their fearless leaders. Imagine electing someone to congress and
finding out afterwards that they were the head of a lobby group that was pitching their cause to
congress.
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It Ain't Over Till It's Over

By Noabh Grillin

As an interim report, we in the Change The Name coalition have much to be
hearlened by, What began as a lone quest by Kerry Peirson 21 years ago has
been supplemented by the courage and leadership skills of District Truslee
Marnie Glickman. Add to thal the scores of parenis, organizers, social media
experls, community leaders, historians and social justice warriors, Thank you.

Our issue has gained traction and supporters which are growing day by day.
Recently added fo our cause is the Marin Interfaith Council, the Marin
Community Foundation's President and CEO Tom Peters and Vice President of
Engagement Jonathan Logan and County Supervisor Kate Sears.

The Marin |J Editorial Board has flatly stated the Trustees should lead the
name change. The letters (o the editor and op-eds from our supporiers have
been key in persuading those on the fence or needing cover to declare their
support.

Our wave of support continues to grow and momentum shifts our way, This
slory has national implications as a fealure piece and is ripe for a documentary.
In many ways, we are trying to save Marin County from itseif.

With all the positive news, the name change parly and the upcoming dates to
present names o the Board and side fu ising o » stiff need to be
mindful of the fact we have not crossed the finish fine and will not be on the

other side unless and until the name Is changed. We have (o slay vigilant, stay

active and keep applying the pressure.

December 18th 2018 Marnie Glickman Curtis posted a photo of herself laughing at an article in
the Marin IJ that came out discussing the turmoil in the Dixie Community.
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December 23rd 2018 Marnie’s husband David Curtis wrote a letter to the Marin County School
Supervisor undermining one of her fellow board members and attempting to get the other board
member off of the Dixie School Board. We feel that Marnie should be working with her fellow board
members to come up with a solution for the district and not working against them and threatening law
suits and asking for their resignation if they disagree.
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Dixie School District Name Change
1 message

m Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:22 AM
>
rrcommentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org” <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear School Board ad Trustees,

LET’S FOCUS ON TOPICS THAT CAN BE A TANGIBLE HELP TO OUR KIDS. A considerable
amount of time, money and energy has been wasted on this cause. Social Justice is incredibly
important in ours and all communities, but this name change does not provide a tangible help to
any child. Imagine if this energy was put into things to help our students and schools? We have a
15% poverty rate in our district. Poverty is real in our district and there should be more of a focus
on assisting others that are not as fortunate in our community. Think of all of the positive things the
CTN group could be doing with the time spent and money raised on this “issue” that will not help
one single student.

| have spent 30 years in the district, volunteering at the school, coaching Dixie district sports of
Basketball, softball and soccer. This district has been a loving and involved community. Let's
maintain that focus, keep our resources focused on teaching children to be inclusive, responsible
and loving members of society.

The name embodies the native people from this area. Respect them and our local heritage.
Sincerely,
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Dixie School District Name
1 message

2 ana Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:25 AM
To: "commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org" <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear School Board and Trustees,

LET’S FOCUS ON TOPICS THAT CAN BE A TANGIBLE HELP TO OUR KIDS. A considerable
amount of time, money and energy has been wasted on this cause. Social Justice is incredibly
important in ours and all communities, but this name change does not provide a tangible help to
any child. Imagine if this energy was put into things to help our students and schools? We have a
15% poverty rate in our district. Poverty is real in our district and there should be more of a focus
on assisting others that are not as fortunate in our community. Think of all of the positive things the
CTN group could be doing with the time spent and money raised on this “issue” that will not help
one single student.

My children went to the Dixie Schools and | have spent 30 years in the district, volunteering at the
school, coaching Dixie District sports of Basebaill, Basketball, Softball and Soccer. This district has
been a loving and involved community.

Let's maintain that focus, keep our resources focused on teaching children to be inclusive,
responsible and loving members of society.

The name embodies the native people from this area. Respect them and our local heritage.
Sincerely,
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Keep Dixie -- Dixie
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:26 AM
To: "commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org" <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Hello ...my name is— | wanted to email you today regarding the Dixie
name change and why | feel it should remain the same name!

| am an alumni of Dixie Elementary, Miller Creek and eventually a graduate of Terra Linda (class of 1994).
My two daughters are currently at Vallecito in 2nd and 5th grade! | moved back home for many reasons but
a huge portion of that decision was based on this school district! My husband and | were renting near
Santa Venetia when our oldest was about to start kindergarten. Realizing we were in the San Rafael School
District, we moved to a rental a few months before the school year started so tha_could enroll in
Dixie School District.

Why you may ask would we uproot our family in a perfectly fine home solely for the school district? Since |
was a little kid, this school district has been known in Marin County and surrounding counties as an amazing
school district. Lots of opportunities for the kids, the parents and enormous praise for the teachers and
principals! | loved my childhood...growing up at Dixie itself (both of my brothers attended as well), playing
in Dixie soccer and Dixie little league! We have memories there...but it goes way beyond sentimental value.
| understand that some folks feel a negativity towards the name...but | can tell you as a child who went
there and who have children who currently go there...we don't see it that way. We have never ever heard
our kids mention it in a negative light. | never did....and | still have friends who | went to school there with
who say the same thing!

We moved and bought a home in the area for the community, the school district and to have the ability to
raise our kids with a repeat of my childhood! They played Dixie scoccer. They go to Dixie School District.
Now | agree that it is horrible what its doing to our community and our Board Members. They should not
have to have this burden...honestly it should go to on a ballet. Let the people vote if its that
important....but this issue has come up a few times in my 43 years and honestly its the outsiders that bring
it up!

Who is the CTN group...why do they care about our small little town? SHouldn't we be battling for more
stand up desks, raises for our teachers, more community events! Dixie has so many memories attached to
it and your remove the name, you remove the memories....

| respectfully ask you to keep our name, our memories!
Thank you
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Please change the school district name
1 message

“ Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:26 AM
To: commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

Dear Dixie School Board members,

| appreciate your volunteer efforts to build a strong community with an excellent school district. | believe that you are ina
meaningful position at this unique point in time, to make a positive change for our community.

| strongly urge you to vote to change the name of our school district from Dixie to Live Oak Elementary. The name Dixie,
while perhaps not intended to insult us, whether we are white, black or brown, indeed does insult me. | don’t believe that
any of my neighbors who want to keep the name intend to do that, We have a unique opportunity now to use this name
change as a powerful and meaningful teaching moment for our students and the nation.

| suggest the name Live Oak Elementary because our Coast Live Oak is a tree that is one of our top native trees resistant
to climate change, to fire, and to drought, and sequesters the most carbon from our atmosphere.

Let's keep our community moving forward,
Ierra !mga-
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Dixie School District Name Chnage
1 message

- Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:29 AM
0: Comment onpetitions <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear School Board and Trustees,

Our peaceful community has been dragged through the mud. Our kind and generous community
has turned toxic. All of this has been driven by a very small group of people, including one school
board member, who want to change the name of our district. The pattern of their behaviors is
reprehensible and should not be tolerated or rewarded. The Change the Name (CTN) group has
contacted every media outlet they can and have attempted to make our small-town national news.
They are trying to frighten this community into silence by threatening lawsuits against the school
district and local community members and calling them names that are not true in order to get their
agenda pushed through. The We Are Dixie group has not reached out to one news source and has
tried to keep this issue local. The tactics to change the name have been dirty and extremely toxic
to our community. Changing the name at this point would benefit no one and would continue to
divide our community. We need time to heal and approach this with education as the top priority.
Then our community will know this comes from a place of both heart and mind. We will not be
labeled as anything that is not focused first on the welfare and high standards for educating
children.

The name embodies the native people from this area. Respect them and maintain the heritage of
the local people and community.

Peace on Earth,
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Dixie School District Name
1 message

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:30 AM
To: Comment onpetitions <c;)mmentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>

Dear School Board and Trustees,

Our peaceful community has been dragged through the mud. Our kind and generous community
has turned toxic. All of this has been driven by a very small group of people, including one school
board member, who want to change the name of our district. The pattern of their behaviors is
reprehensible and should not be tolerated or rewarded. The Change the Name (CTN) group has
contacted every media outlet they can and have attempted to make our small-town national news.
They are trying to frighten this community into silence by threatening lawsuits against the school
district and local community members and calling them names that are not true in order to get their
agenda pushed through. The We Are Dixie group has not reached out to one news source and has
tried to keep this issue local. The tactics to change the name have been dirty and extremely toxic
to our community. Changing the name at this point would benefit no one and would continue to
divide our community. We need time to heal and approach this with education as the top priority.
Then our community will know this comes from a place of both heart and mind. We will not be
labeled as anything that is not focused first on the welfare and high standards for educating
children.

The name embodies the native people from this area. Respect them and maintain the heritage of
the local people and community.

Sincerely,
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Dixie |
1 message |

Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 10:30 AM

To: commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

Change the name!
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‘%l% : Comment onpetitions <commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org>
DINIE SCHOOL DSTRICT

Relevant facts to be placed on record
1 message

We Are Dixie <werdixie@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 8:31 AM
To: commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

To the Dixie School Board,

We feel the following needs to be on record for what has been researched on the history of James Miller surrounding the
naming of Dixie School District.

We also would like this timeline of what has transpired with school board member Marnie Glickman. We feel she has
been far from transparent in her process to get the district name changed. In 2015, while campaigning to become a
school board trustee, she stated that changing the district name was not a priority for her. Clearly, that is no longer the
case.

Respectfully,
We Are Dixie

2 attachments

@ The History Of James Miller.docx
1101K

@ MarnieGlickman.docx
832K
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The History Of James Miller/Founder of Dixie School
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Activist Kerry Peirson Blows Whistle on Marin County's Dixie
School District - Dakland Fost
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It Ain't Over Till It's Over
By Noah Griffin

As an interim reporl, we in the Change The Name coalition have much to be
hearlened by. Whal began as a lone gues! by Kerry Peirson 21 years ago has
been supplemented by the courage and leadership skills of District Trustee
Marnie Glickman. Add to thal the scores of parents, organizers, social media
axperts, community leaders, historians and social justice warriors. Thank you.

Our issue has gained traction and supporters which are growing day by day.
Recantly added to our cause is the Marin Interfaith Council, the Marin
Community Foundation's President and CEO Tom Peters and Vice President of
Engagement Jonathan Logan and County Supervisor Kate Sears.

The Marin 1J Edilorial Board has flaily stated the Trustees should lead the
name change. The letters lo the edilor and op-eds from our supporters have
been key in persuading those on the fence or needing cover to declare their
support,

Our wave of support conlinues to grow and momentum shifts our way. This
story has national implications as a fealure piece and is ripe for a documenlary.
in many ways, we are trying to save Marin County from itself.

With all the positive news, the name change party and the upcoming dates to
present names to the Board and side fundraising efforts, we still need lo be
mindful of the fact we have nol crossed the finish ling and will not be on the
other side unless and until the name is changed. We have lo slay vigilant, stay
active and keep applying the prassure.
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San Rafael, CA 94903

January 26, 2019
Via Email to commentonpetitions@dixieschooldistrict.org

Dixie School District Board
380 Nova Albion Way
San Rafael, CA 94903

Re: No Need to Change the Dixie Name —
(1) Honor the Previous Decision for a Community Vote;
(2) Even Without a Community Vote, a Better Solution Exists

Dear Board Members:
| am writing to share two thoughts regarding the proposed Dixie name change.
1. Honor the Previous Decision for a Community Vote.

The board has already decided to allow the local citizens to vote on this issue. | would urge
the board to deny the recent petitions, so the vote can proceed.

2. Even Without a Community Vote, There Is No Need to Change the Name ~ If a
Problem Truly Exists, There Is a Better Solution.

The analytical framework for this conversation has gotten jumbled in the noise. There are
really two questions being asked: (A) Is there a problem with the current name? (B) If so,
what is the best solution?

A. In My View, The Name Is Not a Problem that Needs to Be Solved.

Personally, | don't believe there's a problem with the current name. To me, it does not refer to
the southern Confederacy and its associated evils. Our family has observed much
inclusiveness and kindness at Dixie Elementary and Miller Creek. Our schools put a huge
premium on inclusiveness and social/emotional learning.




However, if we assume that "Dixie" is a racist reference and/or makes enough neighbors feel
angst that it should be deemed a problem, then what should be done?

B. Even if the Name Is a Problem, a Name Change Is Not the Best Solution.

Everyone has been assuming that changing the name is the only solution to a “name
problem.” That is not the case.

I believe that the best solution is to keep the name, but also to institute a new, formal,
ongoing, and continuous education program about the way that people of color have
been marginalized for 400+ years in this country; the history in our country that has
contributed to this marginalization; the day-to-day things that people can do right now
to make our society better and more inclusive, etc.. We could start a social volunteer
program where the students participate in an outreach day every year. On the first day
of school, every year, one assembly topic could be the different interpretations of the
Dixie name and the good/bad associated with those interpretations. We should continue
our equity and inclusion committee, and our social-emotional learning programs. The Dixie
name could be part of these trainings and conversations. Establishing this type of educational
program is exactly within the School Board's purview.

In a lot of ways, our Dixie conversation is like the clamor to remove southern monuments.
What should society do? If we sanitize the past, if we pretend it didn't happen, if we
ignore history, then we're doomed to repeat it. Instead, let's a shine a light on the good
and the bad. Let's make it not just one teachable moment, but many, many teachable
moments from Kindergarten through 8th grade.

It may be helpful to watch this 60 Minutes segment (see link). A professor at the University of
Richmond, Julian Hayter, gives his recommendation regarding the many Confederate
monuments in Richmond, Virginia. He recommends keeping the monuments but also
installing signs that accurately describe the history relating to those individuals. Professor
Hayter happens to be black, so he can't be accused of racial insensitivity or white fragility.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/60-minutes-the-history-and-future-of-confederate-
monuments/

For all these reasons, | respectfully request that the Board keep the Dixie name and deny the
petitions that have been submitted. If the Board determines that the Dixie name is indeed a
problem that needs to be solved, then | would urge the Board to institute the type of
educational program described above instead of changing the name.

Very respectfully,




